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Vladimir Putin’s Anti-Western Stance and
the Prospects for U ,S,-Russia Relations

LEE Hong Sub (Professor, Korea National Defense University)

The ongoing situation surrounding the bilateral relationship between the United States and Russia looks
rather alarming. It does not appear that the two are making efforts for reconciliation or diplomatic
considerations for each other either. US. Ambassador to Russia Michael McFaul continued to maintain a
sour relationship with the Russian government and finally resigned after only one year in the post. The way
Russians view his replacement John Tefft is not very friendly.

The conflict between the two powers has much to do particularly with the frustration of Vladimir Putin’s
attempt at reconciliation with Western countries in the first few years of his term and even the conciliatory
gestures of his companion Dmitry Medvedev. Russia came to acquire a deep antipathy for western countries’
intervention in its internal politics. Vladimir Putin also expressed strong concerns about the NATO'’s
continued expansion despite his conciliatory efforts.

Concerning the expansion of Western economic sanctions against it following the Ukraine crisis and the
abrupt drop in international oil prices since October 2014, Russia views them as elements of an anti-Russian
conspiracy. Thus, the relationship between the two powers has soured further still. Vladimir Putin has
adopted an anti-Western stance and strengthened friendly relations with China. The situation has also led to
the launch of the Eurasian Economic Union (EEU) led by Russia and the rise of a nationalism that stresses

Russian values, to the concern of Western countries.

China’s Diplomacy and Relationship with North Korea
under the Leadership of Xi Jinping

KIM Heung-kyu (Director, Institute for China Policy Studies at Ajou University)

China’s diplomacy is currently undergoing a paradigm shift. It is important to note the shift in the
country’s sense of its identity from the world’s largest developing country to a power in the process of
development or from a continental country to a continental-marine country, Armed with this new sense of
identity, China is implementing a new strategy concerning the Korean Peninsula from the perspective of
normal inter-country relations. China has reappraised the level of North Korea’s nuclear capability and
adopted a new attitude concerning its negative impact, and has consequently expressed a stronger than ever
commitment to non-nuclearization of the Korean Peninsula. The South Korean government should maintain
its current strategy of alliance with the US and reconciliation with China, while considering a more nuanced

strategy of alliance with the U.S. and collaboration with China.
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Analysis of, and Suggestions about, South Korea-Japan Relations on
the Occasion of the 50" Anniversary of the Normalization of
Diplomatic Relations

CHO Sei Young

(Professor, Dongseo University/Former Director-General of the Foreign Ministry’s Northeast Asian Affairs Bureau)

The so-called 1965 regime acted as a brake on conflicts over the history between the two countries amid
the need for mutual cooperation on security and economy. The said regime has reached its limit due to the
end of the Cold War, changes in the international situation including the rise of China, a reduction of the
economic power gap between the two countries, and so forth. The two countries need to take their
relationship to a new level with the focus on cooperation for unification of the two Koreas, as well as on
security and economy, through reciprocal understanding and exchanges between the peoples.

South Korea’s diplomacy needs to develop a logical minuteness that can persuade the Japanese as well
as Koreans, The country should maintain cooperative relations with Japan in the areas of security and
economy, while adopting a resolute attitude against any attempt to distort historical facts, including
sovereignty over Dokdo. The country should also adopt three-dimensional thinking focusing on peace and
stability in all of Northeast Asia. The two countries need to cooperate with each other to establish stability

in the region and develop a new agenda designed to make their voices heard.
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Current Status and Prospects of
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Implications for Korean Peninsula in Light of the Normalization of
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