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Seeking a New Non-Nuclear Order in Northeast Asia:

Denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula and Northeast Asian Nuclear Weapons Free Zone

CHO Seong Ryoul (Senior Researcher, The Institute for National Security Strategy)

If the current trends in Northeast Asia are maintained, it is expected that North Korea will acquire nuclear
weapons, China will challenge the existing US-Russia-centered nuclear order, and Japan will gradually
overcome domestic resistanceto nuclear weapon development.

The Northeast Asian Nuclear Weapons Free Zone can be effective as a measure to restrict the deployment
of nuclear weapons by the US and China on the Korean peninsula and surrounding areas and/or offer
passive security assurance for non-nuclear weapon states to prevent the emergence of new nuclear weapon
states,

In order to realize the idea of the Northeast Asian Nuclear Weapons Free Zone, it is necessary to draw
elements from the “Joint Declaration on the Denuclearization of the Korean Peninsula” that the Korean
government has maintained and the “Four Pillars Nuclear Policy” that the Japanese government has
maintained based on the basic framework and ideology of the Northeast Asian Nuclear Weapons Free Zone,
and creatively combine them with the content of “9.19 Joint Statement” on the Denuclearization of the
Korean Peninsula.

Considering the current situation of each country, it is truly difficult to promote the Northeast Asian
Nuclear Weapons Free Zone at the government level. In this respect, there is a necessity to deepen the

debate at the track 1.5 level as well as at the track 2 level.

Towards Peaceful Resolution of the North Korean Nuclear Issue:

Peace Treaty of the Korean Peninsula and Northeast Asia Nuclear Weapon Free Zone

LEE Sam Sung (Professor, Hallym University)

As North Korea’s nuclear armament is being completed, discussions on military options such as
pre-emptive strike, preventive war, and North Korean leaders’ elimination are intensifying inside and outside
the US government. Discussions on South Korea’s independent nuclear armamentor the redeployment of US
tactical nuclear weapons on the Korean Peninsula are being intensified. In addition, some discussions have
been raised to accelerate the collapse of North Korea by intensifying military pressure. This article sheds light
on the practical limitations of this military optionsdebate, and first of all, aims to reveal that a peaceful
approach is the only option left for us.

The essence of the peaceful resolution of the North Korean nuclear issue lies in moving toward a peace
treaty regime on the Korean peninsula that includes the four countries, including the two Koreas, the US,
and China. In addition, the Northeast Asian Nuclear Weapon Free Zone Treaty, which promises to
denuclearize the Korean Peninsula and Japan, and to ensure the three surrounding nuclear powers to respect
and guarantee the nuclear weapon free zone, would support the peace treaty regime on the Korean
peninsula, and play a key role in expanding the peace to the common security order in the East Asia.

This article will summarize the content of the Korean Peninsula Peace Treaty as well as the key elements
of the Northeast Asian Nuclear Weapon Free Zone Treaty. Starting from the discussions on the De-
nuclearization Zone that were raised in the existing East Asian civil society, this article harmonized the treaty
with the Korean Peninsula Peace Agreement and critically revised the main content in order to increase the
feasibility, Finally, this article examines the meaning of balanced diplomacy as the orientation of Korean
diplomacy that can ensure peace on the Korean Peninsula by pursuing the peaceful resolution of the North

Korean nuclear issue,
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Denuclearization through Security Assurance:

Limitations and Possibilities

HAN Intaek (Director of Research, Jeju Peace Institute)

Denuclearization through security assurance is an important policy alternative because economic sanctions
have not yet led to denuclearization and military measures are too risky. As can be seen in the Ukrainian
crisis, security assurance can be an empty promise, however, Therefore, in order to induce denuclearization
through security assurance, it is desirable to promote a denuclearization zone treaty that the US, Russia and
China participate in and ratify. If North Korea’s motive for nuclear armament is to disperse their domestic
unrest and maintain the regime by generating the rally round the flag effect (diversionary nuclear
proliferation), there is a limit in inducing denuclearization even through a perfect security assurance,
However, the diversion effect is not permanent, and it cannot solve economic and political problems.
Therefore, if the ‘diversion effect’ reaches the exhaustion point, North Korea will be more likely to engage

in denuclearization negotiations.

Emerging Nuclear Order in Northeast Asia and
the Possibility of Nuclear Weapon Free Zone

CHEON Seong Whun (Visiting Researcher, The Asan Institute for Policy Studies)

Despite the NPT’s contribution to preventing global nuclear proliferation, North Korea’s nuclear armament
has emerged as a threat to the international nuclear nonproliferation regime and the existing nuclear order
in Northeast Asia that has complied with it.

South Korea should realize that North Korea’s nuclear disarmament through negotiations that have been
pursued with the expectation of denuclearizing North Korea, or its denuclearization policy, has failed owing
to a nuclear monopoly by North Korea, and should move forward to a new era of nuclear balance on the
Korean peninsula by exercising the nuclear option. Specifically, out of respect for the ROK-US alliance, the
US nuclear nonproliferation policy and related international norms, the redeployment of US tactical nuclear
weapon redeployment should be pursued first. If the US refuses to do so, South Korea should move forward
to its own nuclear armament as a last resort for survival.

The situation in Northeast Asia, where South Korea must respond to North Korea’s nuclear challenges with
tactical nuclear weapon redeployment or its own nuclear armament card, is not suitable for discussing the
denuclearization zone. Nevertheless, it is still desirable to promote the Northeast Asia Nuclear Weapon Free
Zone from a long-term perspective in connection with the resolution of the North Korean nuclear issue.

Tactical nuclear weapon redeployment is a one-step back for two-step forward, i.e. the Northeast Asian
Nuclear Weapon Free Zone, and the ultimate goal of tactical nuclear weapon redeployment is to
simultaneously discard both countriesnuclear arsenals by proposing nuclear disarmament negotiations
between the two Koreas after redeployment.

South Korea will be able to exercise its initiative as a nuclear disarmament leader in Northeast Asia or on
the global level by resolving the North Korean nuclear issue through mutual disarmament. Considering that
China does not possess tactical nuclear weapons and Japan is a non-nuclear nation, the denuclearization of
the Korean Peninsula could develop into a ‘Northeast Asia Tactical Nuclear Restrictive Zone, as well as
expanding into ‘Tactical Nuclear Weapon Dismantlement Treaty’ discarding tactical nuclear weaponsaround

the world, including Russia and the EU to the west of the Ural Mountains.
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