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Recent Public Opinion in the United States:

Implications for South Korea's Public Diplomacy
HAN Intaek (Research Fellow, Jeju Peace Institute)

Though overshadowed by President Trump's “America First” and aggressive unilateral diplomacy, there
has been a bipartisan and unprecedented level of support among the American public for international trade
and alliances. With regard to the Korean Peninsula, polls show that a majority of the American public thinks
that US military presence in South Korea should be either maintained or even increased and considers North
Korea as a threat comparable to Russia or China. Polls also show that one-third of Americans consistently
support preventive nuclear strikes against North Korea.

2020 is a Presidential election year in the U.S. when candidates face a greater need to incorporate public
opinion in their campaign promises and actual policies. To take advantage of the American public's growing
preference for internationalism and their views on Korean Peninsula issues in an election year, active public

diplomacy is needed.

Chinese Perception of South Korea after the THAAD Dispute
FHE (Senior Researcher, Sungkyun Institute of China Studies)

South Korea-China relations suffered a severe blow from the THAAD dispute in 2017, and began a
downward spiral from the “most friendly relationship in history.” Chinese people's perception of Korea is
becoming more multi-layered and complex, and it is difficult to assess it simply as good or bad. The essay
analyzed the change in the Chinese perception of South Korea by studying recent opinion polls and identified
tasks to be solved between Korea and China in the future. The Chinese perception of South Korea and the
South Korean perception of China interact with each other. Therefore, while efforts to enhance China's
understanding and affinity for Korea are needed, inducing Korea's objective recognition of China is also an

important task for the development of bilateral relations.
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How Japan Views Korea-Japan Relations:
An Analysis of Major Newspaper’ Editorials (January-November, 2019)

KOBAYASHI Somei (Associate Professor, Department of Journalism at Nihon University's College of Law)

The purpose of this essay is to convey the “air” spreading in Japanese society by analyzing the similarities
and differences in position and tone among the editorials of major newspapers in Japan. There is a slight
“temperature difference,” but all the major newspapers argued that the wartime labor issue should be resolved
within the framework of the Agreement on the Settlement of Problem concerning Property and Claims and
the Economic Cooperation between the Republic of Korea and Japan. In other words, a strong notion exists
in Japanese society that the wartime labor issue should be resolved within the Agreement on the Settlement
of Problem concerning Property and Claims and the Economic Cooperation between the Republic of Korea
and Japan; this notion forms the basis for the accusation that South Korea is in “violation of international
law.” The wartime labor issue must be separated from trade issues and security issues, and a solution that
satisfies both “history” and “law” should be found out.
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