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Internationalism in the Abe Cabinet’s Diplomatic Strategy

and the 2019 Korea-Japan Disputes

LEE Junghwan
(Associate Professor of Department of Political Science and International Relations, Seoul National University)

The Abe Statement in 2015 shows that internationalism is more visible than historical revisionism in the
Abe Cabinet’s history policy. While historical revisionism emphasizes Japan’s traditions and unique values,
internationalism upholds the significance of universal values in the world. The Abe Cabinet’s history
policy never targets the Asian countries and their people, but only the American government, The
transition of the Abe Cabinet’s history policy toward internationalism in 2015 was an effective solution for
the American government’s lack-of-confidence on Abe and his Cabinet around 2013, In addition, Abe’s
turn to internationalism became a momentum for getting more supports within Japan. Since, however,
internationalism is a product of Japan's pragmatic diplomatic approaches, there will be a chance of

Japan’s changing attitude on Korea in the gradual pace.

Changes in the International Order and the Structure

and Prospect of Conflict between South Korea and Japan

SOHN Yul (Professor of the Graduate School of International Studies (GSIS), Yonsei University)

The international order in the 2010s, on the one hand, has seen both the rise of nationalism and
populism and an increase in anti-liberal regulations in response to neoliberal globalization. The export
restrictions imposed on South Korea’s key export items by the Abe administration reflects the global trend
known as the “State of Chaos” in the liberal international order, By making use of a nationalistic tradition
to address its relative decline due to the wave of globalization, the Abe government is pursuing retro-
identity politics in a nostalgic attempt to revive the glory of the imperial Japan. This has, inevitably, led
to the development of a form of ontological instability and is seen as a threat by South Korea’s own
ardent nationalists. This, of course, results in the conflict between the two nationalisms that spawn from
competing national interests. As the current Seoul-Tokyo conflict manifests the structural features of such
an identify clash, the situation will be prolonged. South Korea should criticize Japan in terms of order
protection based on the liberal rules while making diplomatic efforts to have Japan return to the
negotiating table. In order for these diplomatic efforts to be internationally persuasive, South Korea

should serve as an example of a nation that abides by the international rules and norms.
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Korea-Japan Relations going into Confrontation:
How do you Solve them?

LEE Won-Deog (Professor of the Department of Japanese Studies, Kookmin University)

As of September 2019, Korea-Japan relations are said to be the worst since the establishment of
diplomatic ties. The deterioration of Korea-Japan relations is a phenomenon that has emerged as a result
of the structural shift in the international political order in Northeast Asia and the transition of the nature
of bilateral relations from vertical to horizontal. It also has to do with the gap in the national identity of
the two governments and the process of reducing the strategic priorities of the other side. However, it
can be said that the Supreme Court's trial of conscription and Seoul's impunity in providing factors that
push the bilateral relationship to the brink. The Abe administration has aggravated the relations between
Seoul and Tokyo by taking retaliatory measures such as stricter export regulations in protest and anger.
It is necessary to come up with a reasonable solution to the conscription issue in order to improve the
Korea-Japan relations in the future. Given that there are ways to deal with the fund system, file a joint
complaint with the International Court of Justice, and declare the waiver of material compensation, each
option has its own merits and demerits, the government should start to resolve the conscription issue

from the perspective of national interests and strategies.
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